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1997, serie of 20 drawings, acrylic on paper, 24 x 17,7 cm.
Exhibition view from Blinding Light, Analix Forever, 2013, Geneva.
Courtesy of the artist.
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« Fragile » is a series of acrylic paintings initiated in 1997 and
featuring recurrent graphic motifs. The drawing of a white and
opaque cloud is at the center of every image, stretching from
edge to edge and partly hiding the other motifs in the
composition. It echoes a sentence from the artist's

manifesto: « I'm wary of clouds. | never know whether

they’re protecting me from the sun or hiding the light from

me. » A wide and slightly transparent red line is
superimposed on the composition’s elements, crossing
through it from end to end, both horizontally and vertically.
Geometric and figurative motifs, in white against a black
background, appear here and there: straight lines, grids,
human or animal anatomical details, vegetal motifs...

When talking about his drawings, mounir fatmi evokes the
presence of « a mutilated body, composed and

recomposed ». The paintings seem to create a laboratory, an
operating room, the attempt to reunite the scattered limbs of
a hybrid creature: a leg here, an eye there, a semi-human,
semi-animal mouth over there. They constitute a field of
plastic experimentations where the artist mixes motifs that
bring together his inspirations, his artistic sensitivity and
elements from his biography, such as emotions or memories.
Such an arrangement brings to mind another operating room
scene within mounir fatmi’s artistic corpus: that of the
Healing of Deacon Justinian, thanks to the transplant of a
limb and the intervention of saints Cosmas and Damian. This
subject is addressed in the video and photography projects
entitled « The Angel's Black Leg », inspired by the 15th
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century painting by Fra Angelico. mounir fatmi's works of art
connect the miraculous healing found in religious
iconography to the question of cultural hybridization, which is
at the heart of his reflections and at the foundation of all his
work.

The paintings from the series « Fragile » express the desire to
go back to the origins of artistic creation. They aim to explore
a primitive and original form of creative energy, a crude,
nearly unprocessed matter. They stir up a primordial soup
where motifs are still indistinct, sometimes combined or
giving birth to new life forms. Their gesture is inspired by
various techniques and tries to follow and observe minute
variations in energy and rhythm. « Fragile » has an aspect
that can seem to be the opposite of the materiality and
solidity of monumental installations created by the artist,
though they too are evocative of a weakness — in particular
« After the Fall », created with horse jumping bars — the
weakness of our mental constructs and of our relation to
reality.

Studio Fatmi, January 2018.

" The paintings from the series «

Fragile » express the desire to go

back to the origins of artistic

creation.
They aim to explore a primitive

and original form of creative

energy, a crude, nearly
unprocessed matter.

They stir up a primordial soup
where motifs are still indistinct,
sometimes combined or giving
birth to new life forms. "

Studio Fatmi, January 2018
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