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Yusuf ibn Ahmad who took the honorary nickname of al-
Mutaman (born on an unknown date - died in 1085) is the
son and successor of Ahmad al-Mugtadir. He was the third
king of the dynasty of Banu Hud to rule the Taifa of
Zaragoza, of 1081-1085. He reigned at the time of the
Golden Age of the Muslim Zaragoza, following the reign of
his father al-Mugtadir. Patron of science, philosophy and the
arts, he knew astrology, philosophy and particularly
mathematics discipline in which he wrote a treatise, the Book
of perfection. He continued the efforts of his father and
created around him a court of intellectuals, living in the
beautiful Aljaferia Palace, nicknamed the "palace of joy".

Kitab al-ISTIKMAL, the book of perfection was written by
Yusuf Al-Mutaman, known as King's Surveyor. This book
brings together the mathematical and geometric knowledge
known in the eleventh century. He has solved the "theorem of
Al-Mu'taman” or “theorem of Ibn Hud," known as the Ceva
theorem, Italian mathematician of the seventeenth century.
THE PROJECT The Book of perfection is a missing book
from which some fragments were identified in 1995 in
Copenhagen, Leiden, Cairo and Damascus. This book
gathers, synthesizes and simplifies mathematical knowledge
of his time, particularly in terms of geometry and optics.
Yusuf Al-Mutaman draws its sources of Euclid works of
Ptolemy, of Apollonius, Archimedes and Ibn al-Haytham,
among others.



géométrie et d'optique. Yusuf Al-Mutaman tire ses sources
des ouvrages d’Euclide, de Ptolémée, d’Appollonius,
d’Archiméde et d’lbn al-Haytam, parmi d’autres.

mounir fatmi souhaite utiliser les dessins originaux trouvés
dans les fragments de ces livres, et opérer un transfert du
livre a la vidéo. L'intention de l'artiste est de modifier notre
rapport intime et personnel au livre en le transposant dans
une ceuvre vidéo accessible au plus grand nombre, pour une
expérience collective liée au savoir et a I'architecture. En
combinant I'écrit et la géométrie dans I'ceuvre le Livre de la
perfection, il s’agit de faire redécouvrir le roi géométre et ce
livre perdu. Sur trois niveaux de projection, I'installation
vidéo prendra en compte les déplacements des étudiants
dans son développement. Le texte de ce livre perdu s’écrit et
s'efface suivant les lignes géométriques obliques de
I'architecture. Les formes géométriques des dessins de Al-
Mutaman traduites en 3 dimensions, pour passer du plan a la
profondeur, vont apparaitre et disparaitre et opérer des
métamorphoses avec la circulation des étudiants dans
'espace.

Studio Fatmi, Octobre 2019.
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mounir fatmi wishes to use the original drawings found in the
fragments of these books, and make a transfer from the book
to the movie. The intention of the artist is to change our
intimate and personal relationship to the book by transposing
it into a video work accessible to the largest number for a
collective experience related to knowledge and architecture.
By combining writing and geometry in the work the Book of
Perfection, it is to rediscover the surveyor king and the lost
book. On three levels of projection, the video installation will
consider the movements of students in its development. The
text of this lost book is written and erased following the
obliqgue geometric lines of the architecture. Geometric shapes
from the drawings of Al-Mutaman translated into three
dimensions, to pass from the plan to the depth, will appear
and disappear and operate metamorphoses with the
circulation of the students in the space.

Studio Fatmi, October 2019.

" The Book of Perfection was

written by Yusuf Al-Mutaman,

known as King's Surveyor. This
book brings together the

mathematical and geometric
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century. By combining writing
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mounir fatmi redisco
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