mounir fatmi

12.

2019, encre et acrylique sur papier, 34 x 24 cm.
Exhibition view from The White Matter, Ceysson & Bénétiére, 2019, Paris.
Courtesy of the artist and Analix Forever, Geneva.

A graphic series made with black ink and acrylic on white
paper, Everything is Connected mixes lines and dots, full
spaces and empty ones. At times thick or thin, the dots are
multiplied from one composition to another. As for the line, it
spreads out into random curves, sometimes closing onto
itself to create complex shapes with curved contours, or
associates itself with other lines, following the same
inflections to form closely intertwined networks.

Everything is Connected; the project underlying these
drawings aims to emulate the living, and even all of
existence. It also readily affirms the presence of links within
our environment, connecting all its elements, whatever their
nature. The idea is to highlight these connections, to
elaborate their artistic representation in order to grant them a
shape and materiality that the viewer can perceive. The
drawings are part of the search for an artistic gesture that is
capable of expressing that universality, making it visible,
tangible and intelligible.

The drawing project originated on one hand in Mounir fatmi’s
sculptures using antenna cable, and in an organic approach
akin to that of a biologist studying living creatures on the
other. When considered as the drawings of an anatomist or a
physiologist, each sheet of the series would present the
viewer with an image blown up several thousand times of
neural networks, or the inside of a cell. One could then
recognize cell membranes, fiber and muscular cells, synaptic
networks enabling the circulation through the body of electric
signals and molecules, seeming here to be in suspension,
between two receptors.

On a completely different scale, these compositions could
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also appear to be the result of a topographic survey: the
aerial view of a territory whose various terrains are visible
through the photographic lens. It could also be a region of the
universe, where planets and stars are formed in a chaotic
way. Or an idea, a concept, a creation of the mind that
enables modes of organization and communication.

Then is everything connected: life, technology, art and all the
rest. The artistic project led by Mounir Fatmi is in search of a
link, that universality which is at the heart of matter and of
human creations. His artistic gesture is an attempt to unify
the different levels of observation. He combines “free
gesture” as manifested in the random inflections of the lines
and the confusing multiplication of curves, with formal
precision, which can be perceived through the drawing’s
delicateness and detail, and whose inspiration can be found
in part in Arabo-Muslim ornamentation.

This is where Mounir Fatmi places his “aesthetic trap”, by
combining poetic sensitivity with great formal precision from
which the viewer must manage to escape. Everything is
Connected encourages the viewer to create connections and
combine scientific observation with artistic research,
reflection with contemplation.

Studio Fatmi, April 2019.

" Then is everything connected:
life, technology, art and all the
rest. The artistic project led by
Mounir Fatmi is in search of a
link,

that universality which is at the
heart of matter and of human

creations.
His artistic gesture is an attempt

to unify the different levels of
observation. "

Studio Fatmi, April 2019
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