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2014-2015, collage with prayer rugs on canvas, 80 x 80 cm.
Exhibition view from Art Brussels, Keitelman Gallery, 2015, Brussels.
Courtesy of the artist.

Modern Therapy is an ongoing series of textile-based works
by mounir fatmi that began in 2014. There are currently three
pieces, each constructed using cut up fragments of Muslim
prayer rugs, which are then re-configured and sewn into
intricate, abstract collages. fatmi uses this material in a
surprising way, selecting small pieces of colors and patterns,
some with brocade and texture. Occasionally an image of a
minaret or the Kaaba appear in the design, the only cultural
reference of the material used to create these very
sumptuous, jewel-like pieces.

Modern Therapy takes its inspiration from early modernist
movements like Constructivism, Cubism and Suprematism.
For fatmi, artists like Malevitch or Kurt Schwitters, who were
passionate about constructing a vision and who were
engaged in political as well as aesthetic challenges in their
work, are continued sources of reference and relevance in
his work. The therapy found in the title, is in remembering,
reading, or creating in the spirit of modernism, an antidote to
the speed and immediacy found in contemporary culture
today.

If the imagery of these collages evoke a Modernist vision as
well, the depth and three-dimensionality of each piece
reconfirms that abstraction remains a timeless and powerful
tool of communication. In the first three works in this series,
architectural forms feel set in motion as if they were
expanding up and outwards. In one, a royal blue rectangle
penetrates a deep burgundy rectangle which gives the
impression that its corner has folded over the edge in impact.
In another an electric blue diagonal line divides the canvas
into an above ground city from its roots. In the lower left of
another collage, there is a small fragment with long, thin lines
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that calls to mind the placement of a guitar seen in an early
cubist collage by Picasso or Braque.

Through the transformation of simple, mass produced prayer
rugs found in Paris and meant for moments of quiet prayer,
into an artwork exhibited around the world, Modern Therapy
bridges multiple worlds at once; It suggests a collapsing of
time and borders from Modernist history, the insular realm of
religion and its accoutrements, and contemporary culture and
the marketplace.

Blaire Dessent, Februrary 2016.

" Through the transformation of
simple, mass produced prayer
rugs found in Paris and meant for
moments of quiet prayer, into an
artwork exhibited around the
world, Modern Therapy bridges
multiple worlds at once. "

Blaire Dessent, February 2016

exhibitions:
2015

Art Brussels - Keitelman Gallery - Art fair


http://www.tcpdf.org

