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2002-2006, sound compilation.

Obtained by combining three different sound tracks, the
sound compilation “Tracked Memory” explores the history
and collective imagination surrounding technological
progress and the development of means of transportation
and communication. Taking the listener on a journey through
different countries and time periods, the audio recordings
follow roads and their bifurcations, get lost in numerous
junctions, deviations and crossroads that resemble a neural
network.

Each track relates to one aspect of the history of means of
transportation and communication. Punctuated with
percussive instruments, the repetitive chants and whistles of
a station manager, the track “Exotic” takes the listener to the
African continent. The soundscape is full of energy and
vivacity, bringing up in the listener’'s mind a vision tinged with
exoticism that might evoke colonialism and its origins. As for
the track “Less Expensive Earth”, it takes the listener on a
slow musical walk along rivers, on the banks of yet another
“exotic” land. The echoes of village festivals can be heard in
the distance. Further along, the musical chords sometimes
become ominous, possibly bringing up the memory of Conrad-
esque darkness. The listener could interpret it as a tribute to
slowness, as opposed to the fascination for speed that
industrialized countries experienced in Europe in the early
19th century.

The last track, “Tracked Memory”, places the listener in the
European continent, in the middle of a French railway station.
The soundscape is very different from the two others,
dominated by an impression of technology and modernity —
perhaps dehumanization. This compilation reminds the
audience that the history of railroads is connected to that of



wars and deportations.

Studio Fatmi, August 2019.

" This compilation reminds the
audience that the history of
railroads is connected to that of
wars and deportations. "

Studio Fatmi, August 2019
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