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“Save Manhattan” creates a soundscape of the city of New
York. Starting with a series of heartbeats, the sound
compilation perceives the city from an anatomical point of
view and takes the audience on a journey through its wide
arteries. A sound of breathing reminiscent of a diver’'s
respiration with oxygen bottles and suggestive of a complete
immersion in the urban landscape, with its channels for
circulation and communication. Conversations in various
languages, cars driving by, the horns and sirens of
emergency vehicles, a subway train gliding along its tracks,
street musicians and airplanes frequently flying over the city
are as many sound signals so characteristic of New York City
that even the listener who has never been there is likely to
recognize them.

Like a sonic Rorschach test, the soundscape of New York, a
city present in our minds as a cultural, cinematographic and
architectural reference, gives the artist the occasion to
explore our collective imagination. Certain qualities are
almost systematically associated with the city that never
sleeps: modernity, cultural diversity, intense activity... Like a
interference, the memory of the attacks of September 11,
2001 also returns as we hear the airplanes flying over the
city. The soundscape tries to record a traumatism and relates
the way the event changed our perception of the world.

The sound recording ends with a few notes of music in the
wind, and the metallic jingling of coins being inserted into a
machine, possibly a jukebox containing countless music
tracks.
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" Like a interference, the memory
of the attacks of September 11,
2001 also returns as we hear the
airplanes flying over the city. "
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