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Manipulation

2004-2009, sound compilation.

The sound compilation “Manipulation”, which comprises five
different tracks, examines the relations between religion and
the various aspects of the temporal and material reality of
individuals. These relations are also addressed in the video
“Manipulations” and the sculpture “Brainteaser for a
Moderate Muslim”, whose central motifs are the Kaaba and
the Rubik’s Cube. These works create a parallel between the
profession of faith of believers and the rational strategies of
players.

This sound piece thus questions our perception of the
relations between natural phenomena and faith, between
religion and the commercial society, between spiritual
aspirations and material preoccupations. Considering
religious discourse from a linguistic perspective, this
compilation also attempts to clarify the position of religion as
a system that produces significations among a multitude of
other systems.

These soundtracks intertwine sounds generated by natural
meteorological phenomena such as thunder and rain with
mechanical and industrial noises: cogs in clockwork or
revving engines. Rife with obsessional manipulations, this
sound compilation is the reflection of complex and intense
activity. A sung prayer suddenly emerges: it's the “Salat al-
Istisqa” prayer for rain that believers frequently resort to. But
in 1988, the Ministry for Religious Affairs of Bangladesh
banned mass prayers for rain following torrential rainfall that
killed nearly a hundred people.

This sound compilation puts our cognitive and intellectual
capacities to the test and brings us face to face with
machinery whose functioning is frenetic and sometimes
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absurd.

Studio Fatmi, August 2019.

" Considering religious discourse
from a linquistic perspective, this
compilation also attempts to

clarify the position of religion
as a system that produces

significations among a multitude
of other systems. "

Studio Fatmi, August 2019
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