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The sound compilation “The Red Alphabet” comprises seven
pieces, including “The Red Alphabet” that lends its title to the
whole project. It is inspired by Abbes Saladi, a painter born in
Marrakech in 1950 who died in 1992, and by the alphabet he
painted in red on the walls of his room. Abbes Saladi is
fascinating for the strangeness of his artistic universe and for
the metamorphosis of reality that happens in his work, whose
motifs mainly come from the Arab-Muslim field of
imagination. When Saladi died, mounir fatmi wanted to film
his room, but the walls had already been painted white,
following the painter’s family’s request.

This compilation draws its inspiration from the origins of
artistic creation, where art and madness are often close to
each other, and, through a deliberate disturbance of all our
acoustic points of reference, pertains to a search for a plastic
vocabulary — or an oneiric alphabet. The sound pieces
combine artificial and natural sounds, animal cries and
human voices, critiques on Abbes Saladi’s painting and
poetic words inspired by his work. With mounir fatmi, working
on language always goes hand in hand with the will to
confront it to its limitations.

In a both poetic and rational approach of artistic creation, the
sound compilation “The Red Alphabet” belongs to a
resolutely hermetic esthetic. The sound piece strays from the
field of the visible, the spectacular and the consumable. It
invites the audience to drift within themselves and be
attentive to the echoes of a possible big bang likely to still
resonate in their own universe.
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